
 

 

 

EXHIBIT 5 

 

  









AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES MACRAE 

James C. MacRae, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. My name is James MacRae. I have personal knowledge of the matters stated 

herein. I am 57 years old and I live in Gray’s Creek, North Carolina, in Cumberland County. 

2. I am an attorney at MacRae, Perry, MacRae & Whitley, I,LP in Fayetteville, 

North Carolina, in Cumberland County. 

3. I am a member of Cape Fear River Watch (CFRW). 

4. I own parts of 360 acres of property along the Cape Fear River within a mile or 

two of the Chemours Company’s Fayetteville Works Facility on the Bladen-Cumberland County 

line, at 6047 Marsh Road, Fayetteville, N.C. 

5. I grew up in Fayetteville and moved to Gray’s Creek 27 years ago. I have lived in 

the same house for 27 years. I currently live with my wife, our four dogs, and our two cats. We 

raised our two children in Gray’s Creek. 

6. I own an additional 15 acres adjacent to this property with friends down on the 

river where my friends have cabins and where we raised our kids playing on the banks of the 

Cape Fear River. 

7. I love this land. The Farm, as we call it, is part of my lifeblood. It is part of my 

flesh and bone. My mother, father, stepmother’s mother, stepmother’s sister, and aunt are all 

buried in a family plot on this property. It was the most wonderful place in the world until this 

happened. It was the kind of place people dream of living and raising their children. 

8. I am aware that GenX and other PFAS compounds continue to be released into 

our water, air, and soil through Chemours’ stack emissions, stormwater and wastewater 



conveyance ditches, contaminated equipment, and numerous leaks and spills. I was shocked to 

find out about this. 

9. I initially learned of the GenX issue from the newspaper, but have since done 

research on my own, and have attended meetings organized by DEQ. We have lived our lives 

assuming that everything was safe. Now we have been told by the state that our water is 

contaminated, and we don’t know exactly what the medical effects are. My community is 

frightened. 

10. Once the cat was out of the bag on this pollution, Chemours started testing the 

water in wells near the facility. The well on the river property (with the cabins) came back at 

over 140 nanograms per trillion. My stepmother’s well also tested at over 140 nanograms per 

trillion. The well at my home, which is approximately 1/10 of a mile from my stepmother’s 

house was below the 140 nanograms per trillion level that is considered to be safe. My well was 

dug six months to a year prior to testing, and I don’t know the levels in the well my family and I 

had been using for the previous 20 years. It is bizarre how one well will test hot and across the 

street the well will test fine. There is no predictability, so you can’t feel safe or comfortable even 

if your own well tests below the limit. Who knows what it might test a month later. 

11. My children are now 23 and 21 years old. My wife and I mixed their baby 

formula with that water. They grew up drinking, bathing and swimming in the water at our 

house, and at their relatives’ houses, and at the cabins. I am more concerned about their health 

than I am about my own. 

12. My children were raised on the Cape Fear River. We fished, swam, and skied on 

the river. We hunted up and down the river, and we camped on its banks. I celebrated the river 

as part of my lifestyle and that of my children. 



13. There is a family pond in front of my now-deceased father’s home where my 

stepmother lives now. My children learned to swim and fish there. We caught fish from the 

pond and ate them. The pond has not been tested and we have been told by DEQ that it is most 

likely contaminated with GenX. We live with so much uncertainty and anxiety. 

14. I have great concern for the health and well-being of my neighbors. My neighbors 

are the kind of neighbors you would consider dear friends. Some of them are family members. 

My stepmother, whose well tested above 140 nanograms per trillion, is in her 70s. Chemours 

delivers 3 -gallon bottles of water at her steps and expect her to carry it up the steps and into her 

house. This has been very difficult for her and for other elderly people in the area. Our entire 

community is frightened. Some of my neighbors have small children. Imagine trying to bathe 

your child and keeping them from sticking their hands in their mouth with water on them. It’s a 

nightmare. 

15. I am aware that, in addition to ground and surface water, GenX has been found in 

honey, rainwater, and the sediment in the Cape Fear River, and in vegetables grown in gardens 

near a similar plant in the Netherlands. I have potatoes and onions in the ground right now, and 

we also grow tomatoes. I want to give some of my vegetables to DEQ to test. 

16. The GenX pollution dominates our lives now. People are constantly asking me 

about it. They mean well but it resurrects the horror we live with every day. It is always on my 

mind. There are so many unanswered questions. Not only are they discharging it into the river, 

but they are also dumping it into the air. We breathe that! We can avoid drinking the water if we 

are willing to carry jugs of water into our homes, but what about the air? God only knows what 

we are breathing. 



17. Since learning about this issue I have tried to learn as much as I can. I wrote an 

op-ed that was published in the Fayetteville Observer and the Wilmington Star in January. I have 

attended public meetings that DEQ has organized. DEQ has good intentions, but it has been 

nearly a year of worrying about the GenX contamination for me, my family, and my neighbors. 

They need to shut these people down. Until you find out how much harm they are doing, shut 

them down. 

18. My interests are fully and adequately represented by Cape Fear River Watch in 

this proceeding. 

I swear/affirm that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, 

and belief. Executed on 2018. 

, Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public, this  21"  day of 2018. 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: 
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